
Biomedical Waste Management 
MedEd  Medica l  Af fa i rs  Educat ion  

Management of  
Biomedical Waste 

2024 

In accordance with Section 381.0098, Florida Statutes and Chapter 64E-16, Florida Administrative Code  



Biomedical Waste Management at Baptist Health Care 
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Sometimes signage is not correct 



Biomedical Waste Law and Rules 
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Following OSHA Standards Are Sufficient—Right? 



DOH vs. OSHA 
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What is Biomedical Waste? 
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What about an IV Bag Spike? 

Do Not Overfill Biomedical Waste Containers 
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Packages of Biomedical Waste 

How Should a Red Bag Be Sealed? 
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Recommended Methods for Sealing a Red Bag 

Segregation at Point of Origin 
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Generating Areas 

 Pre-Op 
 Operating Room 
 Post-Op 
 Recovery 
 Radiology 
 Laboratory    

 Soiled Utility Rooms 
 Patient Rooms 
 Labor and Delivery 
 Emergency Room 

Does the red bag or sharps container have to be in an  
exam/patient room at all times? 

Liquid or Semi-Solid Biomedical Waste 
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What is the Difference? 

Mixing of Biomedical Waste Products 
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Is the Disposal of Non-Biomedical Waste Items into a Red Bag a Violation?  

How do you handle biomedical waste that contains or is  
mixed with radioactive materials?  
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Handling biomedical waste containing or comingled with hazardous materials  

Restrooms: Red Bag or Not?  
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Written Biomedical Waste Plan  

Biomedical waste plans should be updated when:  
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Contingency Plan For Emergencies  

Training  
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How Can We Prevent Others From Being Exposed?  

 Healthcare providers who assist home users shall inform the home user verbally and in writing of the  
recommended method for managing biomedical waste generated in the home setting.  

 Home users who administer their own injections should segregate and package their sharps in a manner 
that reduces the chance of exposure to the public.  

  Local sharps collection program  

 U.S. Postal Service approved mail-in sharps system  

 Other method allowed by DOH, DEP, and local landfills and trash haulers  

 One suggestion for properly disposing of needles in the home environment is:  

 Put needles into a container that has a lid and is strong enough to keep the needles from     
sticking through the sides, such as liquid detergent bottles or metal cans  

Needle Disposal Programs Needed in the Following Counties:  


